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REFORM IN MEDICAL EDUCATION* 
The choice of a physiologist as the pre- 
siding officer of the Society of American 
Naturalists might, perhaps, have justified 
me in selecting some of the problems con- 
nected with experimental physiology as the 
subject of my remarks this evening, but, as 
questions of this sort are wont to awaken 
but a languid interest except among those 
who are themselves engaged in physiolog- 
ical research, I have thought it better to 
allow my choice of a subject to be guided 
by the fact that we are nearly all of us 
actively engaged in teaching as well as in 
studying our sciences, and to address you 
this evening upon some topic connected 
with education. 

My own experience of 27 years as a pro- 
fessor of physiology and of 10 years as 
Dean of the Harvard Medical Faculty nat- 
urally inclines me to discourse upon the 
subject of medical education and, since the 
great profession of medicine demands from 
its practitioners a certain familiarity with 
the fundamental truths of all the natural 
sciences, it can surely not be inappropriate 
to ask the representatives of those sciences 
to consider with me how far the progress 
of medicine and of the allied sciences has 
made it desirable to revise our methods of 
imparting medical instruction. 

*Address of the President, delivered before the 
American Society of Naturalists at the New York 
meeting, December, 1898. 



